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Coming Together. Action. Hope. Recovery. 2025

About Our Coalition

Prevent Suicide Greater Milwaukee (PSGM) is a coalition of volunteers representing local
agencies and organizations as well as the general community. PSGM is part of the state-wide
initiative, Prevent Suicide Wisconsin (PSW). We are an open community coalition working
together to reduce the number of suicide attempts and suicides in Greater Milwaukee. If
you are interested in getting involved, reach out at info@preventsuicide.com.

Strategic Planning

In 2025, the coalition worked to develop priority areas for the coming year. In March, the
coalition brainstormed action areas in small groups. The steering committee organized the
notes into five priority areas. Members prioritized two areas as top priorities for the coming
year.

e Education and Training - Provide and implement training programs for educators,
healthcare providers, and community leaders on recognizing suicidal behaviors and
effective intervention strategies. Establish a network of trained supporters who can
offer community education and training.

¢ Youth Engagement - Develop Youth Advisory Board that leads the development of
prevention strategies that equip young people with the skills to recognize warning signs
of suicide, focuses on supporting peers in crisis, and fosters a culture of care and
connection.

Expansion of Training

This year, two steering committee members (Sara Kohlbeck,
Clare Martell) were trained in LivingWorks ASIST Training in suicide-safer communities
Buford, Georgia. This training focuses on suicide intervention,
and our hope is to provide free and accessible trainings to
community members in the Greater Milwaukee Area. We have
already trained 12 individuals in the two-day training, with dates
scheduled for January 2026.

In partnership with Division of Suicide Research and Healing at
MCW’s Comprehensive Injury Center (DSRH), PSGM provided
community-based training using Bridge to Hope to over 200
community members.
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Postvention Convening

PSGM was the lead convener in the planning of a comprehensive
countywide suicide postvention response. Through bimonthly
meetings, we developed the Greater Milwaukee Postvention Network )

. . . . Greater Milwaukee
with the goal of collaborating on a compassionate and timely Postvention Network
postvention response to individuals impacted by suicide loss, focusing EEEEEEEEEEEL TS
on three types of losses: 1) youth or young adult, 2) high-profile
community member, 3) identified cluster. We aim to better understand
and respond to the impacted community, ensuring an immediate,
coordinated response. We seek to promote healing, address the
negative effects of suicide loss, and prevent additional suicides in our e
community. In 2026, we will pilot the coordinated response.

414 Hope and Heal

The two-day event successfully brought together 65 attendees, including health care
professionals, community-based organizations, and suicide prevention advocates, with a focus
on evidence-based suicide prevention and postvention practices, with a focus on reducing
racial disparities. On September 15, participants engaged in a keynote on culturally responsive
suicide prevention efforts for Black Americans, followed by guided suicide prevention action
planning led by Janel Cubbage, MS, LCPC, MPH. On September 16, the event centered on
suicide postvention. Joanne Harpel, MPhil, CT, JD, provided training to help community
members and professionals better understand suicide bereavement, support suicide loss
survivors, and care for caregivers. Participants left with strengthened skills, new collaborations,
and actionable strategies to apply in their communities.

Thanks and Appreciation

We wouldn’t be able to do this work alone.
We would like to thank our donors,
volunteers, and everyone who participated in
our trainings, events, or quarterly meetings.
We would also like to recognize the work of
our 2025 Steering Committee: co- leads
Vaynesia Kendrick and Dr. Sara Kohlbeck,
Alecia Corbett, Robert Walker, Tricia Monroe,
and Clare Martell.
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